
 
 

Admissions Policy 

1. Policy Statement 

COMPOS is committed to promoting equality of opportunity and widening participation in 

STEM. We believe that talent is spread equally, but opportunity is not. This programme is 

designed to support STEM-talented students from state schools in the UK, with special 

consideration given to those from under-represented backgrounds. COMPOS exists to 

provide opportunities for enhanced subject-specific learning in physics and maths. 

2. Eligibility Criteria 

To ensure our programme reaches those who need it most, applicants for Y10-12 will be 

prioritised based on the following criteria. In addition to passing the entrance assignment, 

applicants should meet one or more of these criteria:  

1. Socio-economic and Educational Disadvantage: Students who are eligible for Pupil 

Premium, Free School Meals (current or in the last 6 years), or attend a school with 

low progression rates to higher education or no subject specialist teachers. 

2. Care Experience: Students who are in care, care-experienced, or are young carers. 

3. Background: Students from under-represented groups in STEM (e.g., female 

students, Black African/Caribbean students, disabled students, white working-class 

students). 

4. Residential Area: Students living in neighbourhoods with low higher education 

participation or lower household income (defined by ACORN or IMD data). 

5. Family history: Students who will be the first generation in their family to attend 

higher education. 

6. Schooling: Attend a UK state school, prioritising those who attend non-selective 

schools. 

 



We do not admit new applicants into Y13 due to the compressed timeline for this course and 

only accept Y12 students moving up to Y13 who have completed the Y12 course. Students 

who have successfully completed one year of the programme are eligible to transfer to the 

following year, without being ranked against new applicants. 

3. Entrance Assignment 

COMPOS provides tuition for STEM-talented state school pupils and a commitment to 

ongoing participation through the completion of challenging assignments. To ensure places 

are awarded to students best able to benefit from this opportunity we set an entrance 

assignment, typical of content of the course, and require applicants to score above a 

threshold of 50%. 

1. All students who wish to be considered for a place on COMPOS must complete the 

entrance assignment for their year group by the specified deadline. 

2. The entrance assignment has two parts, maths and physics, and both must be 

completed by all applicants. 

3. Entrance assignments are publicly available from six weeks before the deadline. 

4. Submission of the entrance assignment is via an online platform by a strict deadline. 

We do not accept any submission via alternative routes, unless agreed in advance as 

part of a student's access needs. 

5. It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure their submission is correctly 

uploaded to the online platform by the deadline, instructions are issued to all 

applicants. 

5. Academic Integrity 

1. Applicants must complete the problems within the entrance assignment entirely by 

themselves. 

2. The use of AI or LLMs (e.g. ChatGPT, Claude, Gemini, CoPilot) to assist with the 

problems within the entrance assignment is strictly forbidden. 

3. Applicants should not use teachers, tutors, family members, or friends to collaborate 

or assist them with completing the problems within the entrance assignment. 

4. Applicants should not copy worked examples from websites, initiate or join 

discussions on the assignments in online forums, or request model solutions from 

study sites to assist them with completing the problems within the entrance 

assignment. 



5. Applicants will sign a declaration of academic integrity confirming their submission is 

entirely their own work. 

6. Any applicant found to have used any of the above means, or other means not 

specified here, to submit work not entirely their own, will not be eligible for selection 

to the programme. 

The use of books, educational websites, prior school learning, and the COMPOS webinars are 

permitted to assist with understanding the topics within the entrance assignment.  

6. Marking of Entrance Assignment 

1. The entrance assignments are marked by qualified markers and tutors from the 

COMPOS programme. 

2. All mark schemes are strictly confidential and created alongside the entrance 

assignments. 

3. Each marker is responsible for marking all submissions for one problem from the 

entrance assignments to ensure consistency. 

4. The submissions of students from the same school are checked for similarities, and if 

found are flagged for review. 

5. The submissions of siblings are compared for similarities and if found flagged for 

review. 

6. Samples of AI solutions to problems are available to all markers for comparison, and 

suspected AI use is flagged for review. 

7. All other suspected cheating or copying is flagged by markers. 

8. COMPOS staff moderate and check the marking process.  

9. Students with three or more cheating flags are investigated and may be ineligible for 

selection. 

10. Final scores and the decision to award a place or not are issued to individual 

candidates at least two weeks after submission and following marking and selection. 

Scores will not be issued to anyone prior to that. 

11. COMPOS staff are not able to provide detailed feedback on the errors made by 

individuals which lost them marks in the entrance assignment. 

 

 



7. Selection Process 

1. Application: All applicants including transferring students must complete the online 

registration of interest and entrance assignment by the deadlines given. Information 

provided will be treated as confidential. 

2. Assessment: Applications are reviewed against the eligibility criteria in Section 2 

above. In cases where the programme is oversubscribed, an algorithm is used to 

prioritise those meeting the highest number of criteria, ranked by the scores on the 

entrance assignment. 

3. In the cases where multiple students have applied from the same school, we reserve 

the right to cap the number of students awarded places from that school. 

4. Confirmation: Successful applicants will be notified via email and are required to 

confirm their place by completing the course enrolment form by a specific date and 

agreeing to the student Code of Conduct which specifies a minimum ongoing level of 

participation in the programme.  

8. Late submissions 

The following circumstances would be considered grounds for an extension past the 

submission deadline: 

1. Sudden and severe illness or injury (i.e. requiring hospitalisation) on the day of 

submission. 

2. Unforeseen loss of power or internet access to the household for an extended period 

while attempting to submit the entrance assignment with proof supplied by the 

candidate in the form of an email or notification from their internet or energy 

provider.  

3. Family emergency, e.g. fire in the family home, sudden hospitalisation of a parent on 

the day of submission. 

4. Delay in receiving the entrance assignment due to an action of COMPOS. 

5. Unavailability of the online submission platform due to an action of Google LLC. 

Notification to the COMPOS team must be made as soon as possible. Evidence would be 

required to support a request to permit the late submission of work and is at the discretion of 

COMPOS staff. 

 



9. Appeals 

COMPOS welcomes completed entrance assignments from students from all backgrounds 
and is committed to a fair and transparent admissions process. Complaints and appeals are 
taken very seriously and will be dealt with appropriately and carefully.  
 
We typically receive well over 2,000 completed entrance assignments each year for around 
1,000 places, so there are not enough places for all the well-qualified students who apply to 
study with COMPOS. If you are not offered a place in COMPOS, that is not in itself grounds 
for an appeal: appeals are not upheld unless there is evidence of a serious procedural error 
or irregularity.  
 

There is no right of appeal or complaint over matters of academic judgement. The following 
points should be noted: 

1. Comparison between students from the same class or school is not grounds for 

appeal. We reserve the right to cap student numbers from the same school and 

prioritise students who meet the eligibility criteria in Section 2. 

2. We will not, for data privacy reasons, ever discuss why any other student has been 

awarded a place on the programme with anyone appealing a decision. 

3. Students may request a breakdown of what marks they were awarded per question on 

the entrance assignment, however a delay of several weeks in responding to such 

requests during the admissions period should be expected due to the workload at this 

time and number of general enquiries. 

4. An error on the applicant's part with the submission process is not grounds for appeal. 

Submission instructions are given to all students well in advance of the deadline and 

must be followed carefully. 

10. Safeguarding & Support 

1. Safeguarding: This programme adheres to strict safeguarding policies to ensure the 

safety of all participants. This includes ID checks on applicants offered a place. Refusal 

to cooperate with an ID check can result in withdrawal of the offer of a place on the 

programme. 

2. Identification: anyone found not to be the individual they claimed to be upon 

registration and enrolment will result in withdrawal of their place on the programme. 

3. Recognition: Students should have their device cameras on during tutorials as the 

default. Exceptions can be made for students without functioning cameras, but this 

will require alternative ways to recognise the student as the correct person to be 

attending the tutorial. 



4. Behaviour: students enrolled on the programme are required to agree to the Student 

Code of Conduct. Any serious breaches of the code or misbehaviour during the 

application process can result in a student being removed from consideration for a 

place or the offer of a place being withdrawn. 

5. Inclusion: We are committed to making our programmes accessible. Please inform us 

of any disability or specific learning needs during the application process so we can 

provide reasonable adjustments. Post-submission disclosures of access needs will not 

be considered. 

6. Support groups: We provide additional support to educationally disadvantaged 

students during the application process. Please inform us of your status during the 

applications process.  

11. Data Protection 

Personal data collected during the application process will be stored securely and used only 

for the purposes of managing and evaluating the COMPOS programme, in compliance with 

UK GDPR regulations.  

 


